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‘Miraculous memoir . . . profoundly moving’  
Observer

Evocative, raw and lyrical, this startling debut Evocative, raw and lyrical, this startling debut 
explores the natural world through Dara 
McAnulty's eyes, an autistic teenager coping 
with the uprooting of home, school, and his 
mental health, while pursuing his life as a 
conservationist and environmental activist. 

Shifting from intense darkness to light, recalling Shifting from intense darkness to light, recalling 
his sensory encounters in the wild – with 
blackbirds, whooper swans, red kites, hen 
harriers, frogs, dandelions, Irish hares and 
more – McAnulty reveals worlds we have 
neglected to see, in a stunning work of 
nature-writing that is a future classic.

‘This is writing at its wild and unruly best . . . ‘This is writing at its wild and unruly best . . . 
sentences race, roar, and overflow with joy’ 
Rachel Clarke 
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